

MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING OF 
ELLESBOROUGH PARISH COUNCIL 
ON MONDAY 17th November 2025 AT 7.30PM

Present:	Councillors:
	V.Keeble, J Hamer, H Holman, S Withey, M McGrail, D Panikkar
			
	Parish Clerk: Minutes taken by Chairman in clerk’s absence

PCSO Alex Cubbage from Princes Risborough Police Station attended the meeting to update on Road Safety and local crime initiatives.
One member of the public was in attendance.
	     Action
Item 6.1       Apologies – Clerk and Cllr Hares

Item 6.2	Declarations of Interest. None declared. 

Item 6.3 	Minutes.  The minutes of 15/09/2025 were approved but will be signed at the next meeting.

Item 6.4.	Road Safety Issues.  

Item 6.4.1    Local Police Update
The meeting was joined by PCSO Alex Cubbage (9588) from Princes Risborough Police Station.
· 2 recent speed traps had been conducted at the village crossroads in October, and speeding tickets were issued to offending drivers.
· Operation Liberty (POTUS Visit) c.8,000 officers were utilised during this state visit to Chequers with no incidents to report. 
· There is occasional but regular anti-social behaviour and car thefts occurring at the Coombe Hill car park. PCSO Cubbage commented that he typically attends daily as a proactive approach managing these incidents. 
Operation Close Pass was also conducted in October, and numerous drivers were stopped for travelling too close to horse riders on the roads of Butler Cross

Item 6.4.2 MVAS Mainly dealt with by the update and discussion with PCSO Cubbage, but he did say that he was not seeing the MVAS data personally and so we would ensure he got this going forward.  
At the January meeting EPC should decide whether they wish to obtain extended warranty cover for the MVAS kit. It expires on 19th March 2026.		
Item 6.6 Recreational Facilities. 
Item 6.6.1 Playground update – Councillor Holman told the meeting that Risborough Rangers (RR) are now playing just one game per week. A new small wooden pent shed is being built to replace the old Portaloo. 
Parking is now being used on the upgraded repaired grass area.  
Item 6.6.2 Biodiversity update Cllr Holman stated that the “tete a tete” bulbs have been planted in early November with the assistance of Great Kimble School children and that a document outlining this is to be added to the website.  
Item 6.7 Finance.  The pre council reconciliation and savings and current account balances were not signed off due to the absence of the Clerk. This will be corrected at the next meeting in January 2026.	
The following payments made since the last meeting were approved:
 
800456 	£45.00	Open spaces society annual subscription.
[bookmark: _Hlk216794143]800457 	£592.10	September Grass cutting
800458	£109.00	Dunsmore Church donation to cover local grass cutting	 
800459	£751.10	October Grass cutting
800460	£114.62 	Rex Norris annual water supply invoice
800461	£575.10 	November grass cutting
800462	£438.04	Clerk office rent & expenses
Item 6.8 Planning.  Cllr McGrail circulated usual pre meeting report and the only application considered for discussion was the golf course proposals for a reservoir to be built on the course. A unanimous decision was taken by EPC to object to style of metal fencing proposed around the reservoir. It was considered an unnecessary feature which would deter a broad spectrum of wildlife. Cllr McGrail to submit comments to Bucks CC.  
Item 6.9   Affordable Housing. In the absence of Councillor Hares, no updates but preliminary works have commenced.
[bookmark: _Hlk116475934]Item 6.10 Clerks Report, Correspondence, Circulars and Consultation Documents – Notes provided in Clerk’s absence
Item 6.10.1 Precept for 26/27 discussed and unanimously agreed that the precept should remain fixed at £22,000 for the next financial year. 
Item 6.10.2 Online banking, it was agreed that EPC do not wish to incur unnecessary banking fees for online banking, so unless a bank account which doesn’t charge substantial monthly fees, banking will remain with current bank

Item 6.10.3 Clerk had confirmed he has undertaken GDPR training and is in the process of reviewing all data held
Item 6.11 Dunsmore.	      
Item 6.11.1 Cllr Hamer confirmed that numerous attempts to get a response from Bucks CC regarding HS2 and traffic through Dunsmore has not yielded any actionable responses. Cllr Hamer will now contact 5 neighbouring Parish Clerks to see if we can create a joined-up show of strength at the frustrations of Bucks avoiding their Highways responsibilities.

Item 6.11.2	Hill Farm Lane has been poorly patched and repaired again
Item 6.12 HS2. Cllr Panikkar confirmed that the new Stoke Mandeville relief road is now open but that the Marsh Lane spur has not yet been opened due to repairs required following damage since the five-year closure. 

Item 6.13 Media & Website Councillor Keeble is reviewing the website and looking into getting the EPC calendar active. 

Item 6.14 Matters of report –
· Cllr Holman reported the litter pick was undertaken and thanked Judith Harper for all her efforts organising.
· Going forward an agenda item of “Parish Hall Update” is to be added and Cllr Withey will action. It was noted that the hall internal refurbishment has been completed and the next project will be focussed on various roof repairs. 
· Carol concert on the 9th of December to be publicised in Chairmans notes and with a Parish Hall banner. 
· Land adjacent to the entrance of the Recreation Ground track has been cleared and Cllr Withey has been advised by the team clearing the site that a planning application for redevelopment is being considered.  

Item 6.15 –Open Forum 

The Chairman was asked about how EPC could make available public comments for planning applications. Cllr McGrail confirmed he would investigate whether this may be possible for comments sent to the Clerk to be made available on the EPC website going forward. 


 Next Meeting the next meeting will be held in Ellesborough Parish Hall on Monday 19th January 2026 7.30pm 


The meeting closed at 21.20 hrs.
Signed


M.McGrail
Chairman
Ellesborough Parish Council
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